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STUDENT OUTLI NE

COURSE TI TLE: RESERVE LOG STI CS OFFI CER COURSE
LESSON TOPI C NUMBER: RLO D110
LESSON TOPI C: LANDI NG FORCE SUPPORT PARTY (LFSP)
| NSTRUCTI ONAL REFERENCES:

1. MW, 4-11.3, Transportation Operations

2. Joint Pub 3-02, Joint Doctrine for Anmphi bous
Oper ati ons

3. Joint Pub, 3-02.2, Joint Doctrine for Anmphi bous
Enmbar k

OVERVI EW  The purpose of this class is to famliarize the
student with the | anding support operations. This wll be
acconplished by identifying the foll ow ng:

-M ssion

-Activiation responsibilities

- Tasks of the Shore Party team

-M ssion of the Beach Party Team

- Pl anni ng consi derations in anphi bous and MPF
operations

LEARNI NG OBJECTI VES:

1. Termnal Learning Objective: Gyven the requirenent to
conduct througput operations, the operations order, and the
ref erences, conduct | andi ng support operations, and ensure
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sust ai nnent capacity supports the commnder’s concept of
conbat service support. (0402.04.04)

2. Enabl i ng Learni ng Obj ective(s):

a. Gven the references, comander’s gui dance, and an
operations order, identify planning considerations for |anding
support operations, per the references. (0402.04.04a)

(1) ldentify the m ssion of the LFSP

(2) ldentify the activation responsibilities of the
LFSP

(3) ldentify the tasks of the Shore Party Team
(4) ldentify the m ssion of the Beach Party Team

(5) ldentify the planning considerations for the LFSP
duri ng anphi bi ous operations

(6) ldentify the planning considerations for the
LFSP during MPF operations

b. Gven the references, commander’s gui dance, and an
operations order, identify planning considerations for the
enpl oyment of material handling equipnment (MHE), per the
references. (0402.04. 04b)

1. DEFI N TI ONS

a. LFSP in anphi bi ous operations. The Landing Force
Support
Party (LFSP) is a tenmporary Landi ng Force (LF) organization,
conposed of Anphi bi ous Task Force (ATF) and LF el enments, that
facilitates the ship-to-shore novenment and provides initial
conbat service support and CSS to the LF.

b. LFSP in Maritinme Prepositioning Force (MPF) operations.
The LFSP is a task organized unit conposed primarily of
el ements fromthe Conbat Service Support Element (CSSE) and is
augnent ed by ot her MAGTF el enents.

2. M SSION
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a. Facilitate the | anding and novenment of personnel
suppl i es, and equi pnent across the beach, into a vertical
| andi ng zone (VLZ), or through a port.

b. Evacuate casualities and EPW from the beach.
c. Beach, retract, and sal vage | andi ng shi ps and craft.

d. Facilitate the establishnments of the conbat service
support elenment (CSSE), Air Conbat El ement (ACE), and naval
beach group.

3. FORMATION The organization and m ssion of the |anding
force determ nes the structure of the LFSP. For planning
pur poses, the basic LFSP structure consists of the LFSP
commander, the shore party, the beach party, special
attachnments, and ships’ platoon.

4. ORGANI ZATI ONS

a. Figure 1 illustrates the typical organizational
structure of the LFSP within the MAGTF.

MAGTF COMMAND
ELEMENT

GROUND COMBAT AVIATION COMBAT COMBAT SERVICE

ELEMENT ELEMENT ISUPPORT ELEMENT
LANDING FORCE TACTICAL-LOG
SUPPORT PARTY GROUP

Figure 1. LFSP Rel ationship Wthin the MAGIF

b. Headquarters. The LFSP headquarters controls and
supervi ses | anding support operations withing the | anding area
as set forth in the |anding force operations plan. The LFSP
headquarters will normally be fornmed when there is a
requi renment for nore than one task organi zed support unit
(i.e., one shore party group and one helicopter support
group). The headquarters will most likely include a comand
and adm nistrative section, medical section, mlitary police
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section, conmuni cations section, nmotor transport/equi pnent
section, and a |iaison section.

c. Shore Party G oup. The shore party group commander is
directly responsible to the LFSP conmander for organization,
operation, and defense of the BSA. The |anding plan and
scheme of maneuver determ ne the shore party group’s
operations. The organization and disposition of the shore
party teans and the size of the landing force determne if the
shore party group operates two or nore BSAs.

(a) Headquarters. The headquarters is organi zed around
t he headquarters of a |andi ng support conpany, Transportation
Support Battalion (TSB), and augnented as required. It is
usually co-located with one of the shore party teans on the
beach.

(1) Conmmand Section. Conmands, controls, and
coordinates the efforts of the shore party teanms. Responsible
for adm nistrative matters and mai ntai ning up-to-date supply
records.

(2) Mlitary Police Section. Assigned |ocal defense
and security m ssions and supervises the operations of the MPs
assigned to the shore party teans.

(3) Evacuation Section. Located near the shore
party group’s commmand post. It maintains records and pl ans
for casualty evacuation fromthe BSA and provides nedical care
for the shore party group headquarters.

(4) Communi cation Section. Expands existing
capabilities to neet the needs of the shore party group.

(5) Motor Transport/Equi pment Section. Records the
status and operational assignnment of all assigend equi pment
and notor transport itens.

(6) Replacenent Pool. Generally placed in defensive
positions in the BSA or assigned to dunp areas as required.
Repl acement officers are assigned duties in shore party
teans/ group until they are needed as replacenents in the
tactical units.

(7) Beach Party Team Headquarters. Established
near the shore party group’s command post. It is the Navy
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conponent of the shore party team The team consists of the
foll owi ng sections:

(a) Headquarters

(b) Conmmuni cations Section

(c) Traffice Control Section

(d) Sal vage Section

(e) Oceanographic Section

(f) Ot her section

d. Shore Party Team The shore party team s goal is to

prepare and nmai ntain beaching points and access roads, nove
troops and equi prment across the beach rapidly, and
reduce/ prevent congestion on the beach. The shore party team
unl oads, segregates, stores, safeguards, and issues supplies
as they are brought ashore. The shore party team organizes

t he BSA and devel ops inland supply facilities into conbat
service support areas. A shore party teamincl udes:

(a) Advance Party. The advanced party is conposed of a
conmand section, liaison section, communications section,
and beach party section. The advanced party conducts early
beach reconnai ssance, establishes communi cations, and marKks
| andi ng sites and dunps before the remai nder of the shore
party team | ands.

(b) Headquarters. The shore party team headquarters
i ncl udes:

(1) Conmand
(2) Security section
(3) Conmuni cations
(4) Evacuation
(5) MP section

(c) Shore Platoon. Constructs beach exits and | ateral

roads and assists in the unloading of cargo and equi pnment from
| andi ng crafts and shi ps.
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(d) Service Platoon. The service platoon organizes
and
operates supply dunps and mai nt enance sal vage areas within the
BSA.

(e) Motor Transport/Heavy Equi prent Pl atoon. Provides
heavy equi pnent and notor transport support to the shore party
teanm s sections and pl atoons.

5. NAVY ELEMENTS OF THE LFESP

a. Beach Party G oup. The beach party group is the Navy
counterpart to the shore party group

(1) The beach party group includes a beach party group
headquarters, beach party team's), a beach support unit, and
| andi ng craft air cushion(LCAC) craft |anding zone (CLZ)
control team(s).

(2) The beach party group's mssion is to provide the
beachmaster, traffic control, causeway |ighterage, causeways,
shi p-to-shore bulk fuel systens, limted construction
capabilities, landing craft, and beach sal vage capabilities.

(a) Beach Party Team The beach party teamis the
basi c
unit of the beach party and is the Navy conponent of the shore
party team The beach party team consists of the follow ng
secti ons:
(1) Headquarters
(2) Communi cations Section
(c) Traffic Control Section
(3) Sal vage Section
(4) COceanographic Section
(5) Other Sections
(b) Craft Landing Zone (CLZ) Control Team The
personnel for the LCAC CLZ control team conme fromthe ship's

conplement. This teamdirects the LCAC to a CLZ for unl oadi ng,
and then directs and controls the craft back to the ship.

[11-6



(c) Beach Support Unit. The beach support unit is
dr awn
fromthe anphi bi ous construction battalion. This unit consists
of a causeway pl atoon, fuels platoon, and canp support
pl at oon.

(d) Special Attachnents. Navy SEALs or the use of Navy
expl osi ve ordnance di sposal units are exanples of speci al
attachnments to the Beach Party G oup

6. PLANNI NG

a. Considerations. There are many consi derations that
af fect acconplishnent of the | andi ng support m ssion. These
factors are carefully considered during | anding support
pl anni ng. Principal considerations include the foll ow ng:

(1) Early, detailed analysis of the objective area.
(2) Analysis of tactical plans and their | anding
support
requi renents.

(3) Tinely and conplete training of the task-organized
LFSP.

(4) Detailed planning for organization of BSAs and
LZSA.

(5) Conbat | oading of each assault ship.
(6) Enploynment of the sea echel on concept.

(7) Establishment of adequate communi cations between
tactical units, control elenments, and | andi ng support units.

(8) Defense requirenents of BSAs and | anding areas.

(9) Conposition of the assault echel on and assault
fol |l ow
on echel on.

(10) Evaluation of eneny activity and installations in
t he
obj ective area.

(11) Establishnment of the |landing force's schene of

-7



maneuver and | andi ng plan.

(12) Eval uation of beach hydrographic conditions and
terrain features inland fromthe beaches. This also includes
HLZs.

(13) Quantity and types of supplies to be |Ianded from
assaul t shi ppi ng.

(14) Availability of personnel, supplies, and equi pnent
for shore party operations.

(15) Availability of assault shipping.
(16) Devel opnent of plans for handling of EPWs.

(17) Devel opnment of casualty evacuation and di saster
recovery pl ans.

(18) Identification of coordination requirenents with
ot her agenci es.

(19) Concept of conbat service support.
(20) Coordination required with other agencies.
(21) Provision for inter-service support.

b. LFSP Pl anning Responsibilities

(1) Conmmander Landi ng Force (CLF) is responsible for the
conduct of LFSP operations.

(2) Conmmander Anphi bi ous Task Force (CATF) is
responsi ble for preparing related plans that provide naval
facilities and neans to ensure effective support of LFSP
oper ati ons.

(3) CLF is responsible for ensuring necessary LFSP
activation orders are issued as required. Activation orders
include, but are not limted to, the foll ow ng:

a. Date that the activation is effective.

b. Assignment of units and their reporting dates.
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c. Organizational details.
d. Designation of conmander.
e. Authorization of additional equipnment required.
f. Assignnment of training area.
c. LFSP Pl an
(1) CLF and appropriate subordi nate commanders prepare
LFSP pl ans containing instructions for the functioning of the
LFSP i ncludi ng the beach party and helicopter support team
and/ or air nobile support party requirenents.
(2) The LFSP plan includes:
(a) Organization and m ssion of the LFSP
(b) Instructions to all subordinate el enents

(c) LFSP conmunication instructions

(d) Beach, Drop Zone (DZ), and Landing Zone (LZ)
def ense instructions

(e) Adm nstrative instructions

7. OPERATI ONS

a. Enpl oynent of the LFSP

(1) The CATF has overall responsibility for preparation
of plans and control of the ship-to-shore novenent. The CLF
is responsible for determining the |anding force’s
requi renments for ship-to-shore novenent. The responsibility
for enmbarkation and | anding of the | anding support units rests
with the tactical unit being supported.

(2) Buildup of the LFSP parallels the tactical buil dup
ashore. During MPF operations the LFSP is an el ement of the
advance party that arrives in the Arrival and Assenbly Area
(AAA) in advance of the main body.

(3) The | andi ng support task organi zati on changes as

requi red, based on the situation and progress of the
oper ati on.
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b. Operations Ashore. A main and alternate command post
(CP) are established by the LFSP. The alternate CP is |ocated
separately within the BSA. When an alternate CP is activated,
the facilities of the nearest shore party group are used.
Definite procedures for the LFSP CP operations and its | ayout
should be included in a SOP. LFSP and shore party group CPs
function simlarly.

c. Organization of the Beach. Different enphasis is
pl aced on beaches within the anphi bi ous objective area at
different tinmes. The beach nust be organized effectively to
acconplish assigned tasks and efficiently offload both single
and m xed cat egories of equi pnent and supplies.

(1) Designated beach. Represented by a color and is
generally the responsibility of a shore party group. Each
shore party team usually handles two types of supplies.
Separate facilities for unloading supplies delivered by
tracked and wheel ed vehicles and evacuation of casualities are
provi ded.

(2) Nunbered beach. |If the tactical scheme calls for
the landing force to land in colums of battalions, shore
party teans assunme responsibility for half of the colored
beach, resulting in colored beach 1 and col ored beach 2. |If
possi bl e, nunbered beaches are established close to each other
to allow consolidation under a shore party group.

d. LFSP in MPF Operations. Controls throughput of
per sonnel
and MPE/S at the port, beach and airfield. The LFSP receives,
processes, and distributes Maritime Prepositioning
Equi pnent/ Supplies (MPE/S) fromthe Naval Support El enent
(NSE) off | oad organi zations and noves personnel and equi prment
arriving in the Fly In Echelon (FIE).

(1) Tasks of the LFSP in MPF QOperations.

(a) Controls throughput of MPE/S and personnel
t hr oughout the AAA

(b) Organi zes, supervises, and directs the
operations of the Beach Operation Group (BOG, Port Operation
G oup (POG), and Arrival Airfield Control G oup
(AACG) / Departure Airfield Control G oup (DACG.
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(c) Keeps the CSSE s AACE infornmed on the status of
t hr oughput operations.

(d) MDSS II/ manual tracking of MPE/S

(e) Initial CSS provider to the MAGTF

1-11



